The Whale Shark Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828 grows to a length of approximately 12m and a weight of approximately 30 ton making it not only the largest fish but also one of the largest extant animals. Despite its size, wide-ranging distribution and the ease with which it is identified, Whale Shark sightings are infrequently reported. The rarity of Whale Shark sightings has thus resulted in global concern regarding the health of whale shark populations. This concern led to the species being assigned Vulnerable status by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Norman 2005 26'28.45E) . Bottom depths at the sighting location ranged from 18-20 m; however, the shark was primarily observed at the surface (Images 1 & 2). The atmospheric and sea surface temperatures at the sighting location were 31 0 C and 29 0 C respectively; salinity was 34%. The length of the whale shark was between 4.5-5 m based on its size relative to the 7m boat from which the observation was made. As the length at maturity for Whale Sharks is reported to be above 9m (Colman 1997), the shark we observed was likely a juvenile. Interestingly, most Whale Sharks reported globally range from 4-10 m in length (Colman 1997) and in Indian waters, 25% of the recorded whale sharks are between 5-6 m in length (Pravin 2000) .
Sightings of Whale Sharks have been reported from almost all maritime states of India including Gujarat Whether or not the increase in observations of Whale Sharks from the region reflects an increase in the abundance of the species or a result from increased public interest in the species is unknown. However, it is evident that Whale Sharks inhabit the Orissa coast with an unknown periodicity.
